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Reconstructions and Observations in Archival 
Resources – Golden Agents

Video: ROAR++ ontology meant to support (manual or automatic) 
representation of persons’ mentions in archival documents.

Broader goal:

● Sources of the observations can be other than archives
● Entities can be people, objects, legal properties or even 

abstract ideas.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMO35VmUadk


How much Provenance?

● Requirements, expectations, or limited resources would lead to different answers.

There is no one size fits all!!

● Different Levels of Provenance/Interpretation are complementary, i.e. more can be added given new 
requirements or resources. They may also indicate different vocabularies that could be used.









Other examples of detailed 
Provenance



Probate Inventories

No. 7. Een schilderij van de Samaritaen
[No. 7. A painting of the Samaritan]

?
No. 8. Een stuck schilderij vande liefde ƒ 2
[No. 8. A painting piece of the love, 2 guilder]

No. 12. eenich geselschap van Boeren
[No. 12. a gathering of peasants]



Transport Acts
id: saaId21705054
Date: 1782-11-20
Sellers: Erven Jacob Luurman echtgenoot 
Anna Koopman
Buyers: Joannes Bernardus Siesouw 
echtgenoot Maria Luerman
Street: Lindengracht (NWZ)
Description: De Kat in de Wijngaard boven 
de deur, 1/2 huis en erf, westhoek Tweede 
Goudsbloemdwarsstraat
Scans: A11651000329.JPG, A11651000330.JPG

9

?

https://archief.amsterdam/inventarissen/inventaris/5062.nl.html#A11651000329.JPG
https://archief.amsterdam/inventarissen/inventaris/5062.nl.html#A11651000330.JPG
https://goldenagents.gitlab.io/wkt-plotter/?year=1782&wkt=POLYGON%20((4.884248428951326%2052.38023277051681,%204.88422944809281%2052.38022987392942,%204.8842294478%2052.3802298739,%204.88404455278401%2052.38020207331837,%204.883965250977025%2052.38039239765514,%204.88416914386645%2052.38042305472052,%204.884248428951326%2052.38023277051681))
https://goldenagents.gitlab.io/wkt-plotter/?year=1782&wkt=POLYGON%20((4.884248428951326%2052.38023277051681,%204.88422944809281%2052.38022987392942,%204.8842294478%2052.3802298739,%204.88404455278401%2052.38020207331837,%204.883965250977025%2052.38039239765514,%204.88416914386645%2052.38042305472052,%204.884248428951326%2052.38023277051681))


Expected Results



Inter-
connected 
Storylines
with 
Evidence



Reconstruction / Disambiguation / Reconciliation

Reference: Al Idrissou, Frank van Harmelen, Veruska Carretta Zamborlini, Chiara Latronico. Contextual Entity Disambiguation in Domains with 
Weak Identity Criteria: Disambiguating Golden Age Amsterdamers. K-CAP 2019, ACM, New York, USA.

https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3360901.3364440
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3360901.3364440
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List of persons involved: 
https://www.goldenagents.org/staff/
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https://www.goldenagents.org/

Contact

Leon van Wissen
l.vanwissen@uva.nl

Veruska Zamborlini
v.zamborlini@uva.nl

https://www.goldenagents.org/
mailto:l.vanwissen@uva.nl
mailto:v.carrettazamborlini@uva.nl

